Sayana's approach to the
interpretation of Vedas is ritualistic
(Yajnika). Therefore, he discusses
these issues from that point of view.

Yaska  mentions  three
approaches to the study of Vedas,
viz., Yajnika, Aitihasika and
Adhyatmika.        Ritualistic,
mythological, and spiritual. Sayana's
approach is first one, i.e., ritualistic
(Yajnika). This is clear from the first
question he has raised, viz., whether
Rigveda is important or Yajurveda.
He concludes that since his study of
Veda is undertaken in connection with
the performance of sacrifices
Yajurveda is more important and
therefore, he has commented upon
Yajurveda first.

The present Rigbhashya-
bhumika   written   by   Sri
Setumadhavacharya        has
philosophical   approach.   Sri
Madhavacharya has written a
BhSshya on first forty hymns of
Rigveda giving the philosophical
meaning of the same. The
Rigbhashyabhumika written by Sri
Setumadhavacharya   is    an
introduction (bhumika) to this
BhSshya. Therefore, he has to handle
the problems that are more relevant
to this approach. The basic questions
like apaurusheyatva and svatah

pramSnya of Vedas, of course, have
also to be handled. Therefore, in this
bhumika these basic problems as well
as the special problems relevant to the
philosophical interpretation of Veda
are discussed.
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It is agreed by all that there
are some hymns in Rigveda that are
clearly philosophical. Hymns like
'Nasadlya Sukta', *Asya Vamiya
Sukta', Turusha Sukta1, etc., are
clearly philosophical. One may add to
these, the hymns that delineate the
process of creation, the concept of
one God, the problems of death and
immortality,   etc.,   also   as
philosophical hymns. The hymns like
Visvakarma Sukta, Hiranyagarbha
Sukta, Ambhrani Sukta, Manyu
Sukta, Pavamana Sukta, etc., come
under this category. In the
Upanishads, frequent reference is
made to Rigvedic hymns as the source
of their philosophical thought.
Therefore, there can be no doubt that
the Rigvedic hymns contain
philosophical matter. But, the
Atharvana Upanishad goes much
further and states that the entire
Rigveda has philosophical import. It
admits two interpretations:

1. Ritualistic

2. Philosophical.
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